Minutes of the Operations Committee Meeting
held on Thursday, 24th October 2019 at the
Y Centre, John Street, Porthcawl at 7.15pm
Present:

Cllr’s S Aspey, C Wintle, S Maitland-Thomas, B Jones &
L Tallon-Morris

Clerk:

Mrs S Watkins

In attendance:

Mrs P Bowen (DSO)
Mr D Lynn (PO)
Mr Richard White – Director, Miles & White Transport
Cllr M Clarke
Cllr T Hill
Cllr A Harris

1.

Apologies for absence.
Cllr R Lee
Cllr G Walter

2.

(Personal).
(Personal).

Declarations of Interest.
None.

3.

To consider item presentation and discussion R. White, Miles & White
Transport:
a)

Newton Nottage Road – Draft Technical Note 1, Road Safety
Improvements
The Chairperson of the Operations Committee welcomed Richard White to
the meeting.
Members were provided with an introduction to the report by R White:
to assess the existing highway condition of the A4160 Newton Nottage Road
and provide advice on any potential infrastructure improvements
necessary to reduce conflict between non-motorised users and vehicles.

Figure 1.1: SITE LOCATION
The Technical Note is limited to the extent of Newton Nottage Road as shown in Figure
1.1.

Figure 1.2: STUDY AREA
The study area is shown in more detail in Figure 1.2 and stretches from the A4229/A4106
roundabout in the west to the new Medical Centre in the east.

Richard White highlighted key points throughout the study.
Newton Nottage Road is a single carriageway road approximately 7.3m wide and is
subject to a speed limit of 30mph.
There is provision of variable width footpath along both sides of the carriageway.
However, much of the footway is found on the southern side of the carriageway, therefore
there is opportunity to provide additional pedestrian crossings at various locations to
enhance pedestrian movements and permeability between both sides of the road.
There is street lighting present throughout the length of Newton Nottage Road and in the
main, dropped kerbs and tactile pavings are provided at existing junction bellmouths (i.e.
the transition/curve between the two roads forming the junction) and also the roundabout
junction of the A4229 and the A4106.
The grassed verge abutting the existing footways is poorly maintained with significant
overgrowth onto the footway along much of Newton Nottage Road as shown in Figures 2.1
and 2.2.

An Automatic Traffic Counter (ATC) was installed on two separate occasions in the same
location on Newton Nottage Road. The location of the installed ATC is shown in Figure
2.3.

A summary of the ATC data is shown:
8th – 14th July 2019
14,888 Vehicles
8% HGV’s/Buses
nd
th
22 – 28 July 201
15,518 Vehicles
7% HGVs/Buses
85% of vehicles adhering to 30mph speed limit.
There are bus stops are located on Newton Nottage Road in the vicinity of the junction of
Ynyslas and the service road running to the north as shown in Figure 2.5.

Vegetation around the bus shelter (eastbound) is overgrown and pedestrian access to the
stops is poor.

Members were presented with road safety in the area:
Six slight accidents and one severe accident within the study area over a five year period.
Five of the slight accidents and the severe accident occurred at the roundabout junction of
the A4229 and A4106. Only one slight accident was recorded on Newton Nottage Road
itself.
The number of accidents is low for a five year period. Accidents are mainly isolated at the
roundabout of the A4229 and A4106, which is to be expected, and not along the length of
the Newton Nottage Road itself. Therefore Newton Nottage Road does not have an
existing road safety problem, in fact an excellent safety record.
Crashmap was used to obtain road accident data.
Crashmap is a website that contains information about reported crashes from 1999
onwards.
Members noted that ‘near misses’ are not counted or reported. Members were referred to
Appendix C – plans showing the extent of publically adopted highway land obtained from
BCBC. Members were informed the plans were generated during the 1940s and were not
high specification plans. However plans show the extent of publically adopted highway
land. The areas highlighted in yellow is the responsibility of BCBC Highways.
Members noted facilities in the Newton Nottage area – Figure 3.1.

The majority of the local facilities are located south of Newton Nottage Road with the
exception of West Park Primary School and the pubs in Nottage to the west of the
A4229/A4106 roundabout.

Improvement Proposals
Members noted that the combination of 85% of vehicles adhering to the 30mph speed limit
and the low accident record over five years means that Miles White Transport do not
consider traffic calming or controlled pedestrian crossings necessary (such as zebra
crossings or puffin crossings). There is an opportunity to provide additional pedestrian
crossings at various locations to enhance pedestrian movements and permeability
between both sides of Newton Nottage Road. The location and summary of each
proposed improvement is shown in Figure 4.1 and Appendix D.
As shown in Figure 4.1 the proposal of five additional measures to improve pedestrian
infrastructure at Newton Nottage Road.

Improvement A

Improvement A is shown in drawing number 19061-SK01 and Appendix D.
The drawing identifies provision of a new pedestrian crossing refuge at the existing
uncontrolled crossing. The new pedestrian crossing refuge can act as a gateway feature
into Newton Nottage Road and will help reduce vehicular speeds due to the reduced
carriageway width through the refuge. The estimated cost of the works to be in the region
of £18,000.00.
Improvements B & C
Improvement B involves the installation of a new uncontrolled crossing at the end of the
existing shared footpath/cyclepath. The new uncontrolled crossing will link to a new
footpath constructed across the existing grass verge. These works will provide a mainly
traffic free route between Newton Nottage Road and St David’s Way. In addition, Richard
White suggests that staggered pedestrian guard railings be installed at the end of the
footpath/cyclepath to slow down cyclists and pedestrians approaching the new
uncontrolled crossing.

Improvement C
Improvement C involves the installation of a new uncontrolled pedestrian crossing at
Newton Nottage Road. The crossing will link to Marlpit Lane and improve pedestrian
permeability between the north and south of Newton Nottage Road. This will also improve
the accessibility of the bus stops on this part of Newton Nottage Road. It should be noted
that this improvement requires land outside of the highway authorities control (as
highlighted in purple in Figure 4.3. A snapshot of the drawing is shown in
Figure 4.3 – full drawing Appendix D. The estimated cost of these works to be in the
region of 12,000.00.

Improvement D
Improvement D is shown in drawing number 19061-SK04 and attached as part of
Appendix D. A snapshot of the drawing is shown in Figure 4.4.

A pedestrian crossing is lacking between the north and south side of Newton Nottage
Road in this area and therefore this improvement is proposed to address this issue. In
addition, a new uncontrolled pedestrian crossing is proposed across the service road
running parallel and to the north of Newton Nottage Road. The costs of works to be in the
region of £10,000.00.
Improvement E
Improvement E involves the proposed widening of an existing footway at the informal
parking layby. It was observed during the site visit that there was scope to widen the
footway (to 2.0m) into the parking layby without affecting Newton Nottage Road. This will
marginally reduce the number of vehicles that can park in this area. The existing width of
the footway is circa 1.4m to 1.5m; however the presence of boundary walls, hedges and
pylons along this length makes effective width of the footway less than it actually is.
Figure 4.5 is a snapshot of the proposed improvement works. The estimated cost of works
to be in the region of £12,000.00.

Summary – Road Safety Improvements
The report demonstrates that existing pedestrian infrastructure is generally good with
footways, street lighting and uncontrolled crossing, however existing crossing between the
north and south side of Newton Nottage Road was observed to be lacking in places.
Improved maintenance of the highway verge would increase the usable width of the
existing footways along Newton Nottage Road.
Existing 85th percentile vehicular speeds at Newton Nottage Road are not significantly
higher than the speed limit of 30mph and, in the main, most drivers are within speed limit.
Road safety records over the last five years indicate a relatively low number of accidents
on Newton Nottage Road, which does not suggest an existing road safety problem. As
such, Miles White Transport do not consider any additional traffic calming measures
necessary.
A number of pedestrian infrastructure improvements have been identified to enhance and
complement the existing infrastructure as follows:





New pedestrian crossing refuge and gateway feature (budget cost of
£18,000.00)
New uncontrolled crossings (budget cost of £10,000 to £12,000)
New footway widening (budget cost of £15,000)
TOTAL BUDGET COST £55,000.

In conclusion, it is the view of Miles White Transport that the provision of the proposed
improvement works in this report would improve pedestrian safety and accessibility along
Newton Nottage Road.
R White stated these are preliminary plans, with a detailed design to follow.
R White requires pedestrian data. The PO to action this request.
Members acknowledged that BCBC may say that the criteria is not met also any crossing
must be justified.
In addition, Section 278 is needed to carry out any road works.
Section 278 of the Highways Act 1980 allows a developer to carry out works to the
public highway. This is generally necessary where planning permission has been
granted for a development that requires improvements to, or changes to, public
highways must be justified.
Members agreed to present three options [A & B as shown with amendments to C] to
BCBC to start the process. Members suggested a Zebra Crossing on Improvement C and
an extra footway. Improvement D & E to be rejected.
R White to attend any future meetings scheduled with BCBC.
Resolved to recommend:

Present three options [A & B as shown
with amendments to C] to BCBC.
Option D & E to be rejected. Richard
White to attend future meetings with
BCBC.

b)

Porthcawl Tourist Directional Signage – Draft Technical Note 2, Review
of Tourist Signage.
Members were provided with an introduction to the report by R White:
to review the existing tourist directional signage in Porthcawl.
MWT have identified locations where signage is currently lacking and
suggested appropriate new tourist directional signs.
This Technical Note has looked at the existing signage within and on the
approaches to Porthcawl in the broad area show in Figure 1.1

In order to review the tourist directional signage in Porthcawl it is important to identify the
main visitor attractions within the town.
Figure 2.1 shows the key tourist attractions in the town centre area.

It can be seen that most of these attractions are located south of the main north-south
route (A4106) into Porthcawl or the route from the east (Bridgend Road).
For the majority of visitors to the town and its attractions, the key destination will be a car
park. There are several within the town centre as show in Figure 2.2.

The location of the existing directional signs for tourists on the approaches to the town
from the M4 motorway (north), the A48 (east) and West Road (west) is shown below in
Figure 3.1.

The existing signs broadly fall into four types as follows, which have been colour coded for
ease of reference.
Red Signs – the red signs are brown tourist only road signs that provide directions to the
town itself (as a tourist attraction itself) and also to specific attractions (if appropriate). An
example of a red sign is shown in Photo 3.1.

Blue Signs – the blue signs direct traffic towards a specific visitor attraction/s and can be
on a brown background or brown on a white background. An example of a blue sign is
shown in Photo 3.2

Green Signs – the green signs form part of the white directional signs (as brown inserts)
and direct traffic towards Porthcawl in general or a specific visitor attraction/s. An example
of a green sign is shown in Photo 3.3.

Purple Signs – the purple signs welcome visitors to Porthcawl to provide directions to
tourist information facilities. An example of a purple sign is shown in Photo 3.4.

Figure 3.1 shows that tourist signage provision on the approaches to the town is good with
a variety of signage types.
The location of the existing directional signs for tourists within the town (i.e. south of the
Newton Nottage Road roundabout) is shown in Figure 3.2.
The existing signs broadly fall into three types as follows, which have been colour coded
for ease of reference.
Green Signs – as on the approaches to town, the green signs form part of the white
directional signs (as brown inserts) and direct traffic towards Porthcawl in general or a
specific visitor attraction/s.

An example of a red sign is shown in Photo 3.5.

Blue Signs - the blue signs direct traffic towards a specific visitor attraction/s and/or car
park and can be on a brown background or brown on a white background. An example of
a blue sign is shown in Photo 3.6.

Orange Signs – the orange sign directs traffic towards a car park as part of larger direction
sign. There are noticeably fewer signs within the town centre, which is understandable as
many of the attractions lie outside the town centre and will already have been accessed.
Many of the town centre tourist directional signs are located on the New Road/Bridgend
Road route in from Newton in the east and relate to Newton and Trecco Bay. There is a
single sign to the west on West Drive/Mallard Way that directs visitors towards Rest Bay
and the Royal Porthcawl Gold Course. In the town centre there are only two tourist
directional signs as shown in Photos 3.8 and 3.9 and by an orange dot in Figure 3.2.

It is important to note that there are no tourist directional signs on the A4106 dual
carriageway (Boulevard de Saint-Sebastien-Sur-Loire) between the Newton Nottage
Round roundabout (in the north) and the six-armed roundabout close to the main car
parking areas (in the south). Given that this is the main route into the town for tourists
(who have been directed this way on all approaches to the town), it seems odd that no
further signage is available to assist tourists at the six-armed roundabout, particularly as
most of the town centre attractions are accessed from this roundabout.
Summary – Review of Tourist Signage
Sign 1
There is a gap in the existing signage on the A4106 approach to the six-armed roundabout
at the gateway to the town centre. A new sign is suggested in the location identified in
Figure 4.1. The recommended sign is shown in Figure 4.2 .

Sign 2
An additional sign is suggested in the location shown in Figure 4.3 to direct visitors
towards the John Street car park from Lias Road. The recommended sign is shown in
Figure 4.4.

Sign 3
An additional sign is suggested in the location show in Figure 4.5 to direct visitors towards
the John Street car park from the Esplanade (westbound). The recommended sign is
shown in Figure 4.6.

Sign 4
An additional sign is suggested in the location show in Figure 4.7 to direct visitors towards
the John Street car park from the Esplanade (eastbound). The recommended sign is
shown in Figure 4.8.

Members agreed that these signs are needed (Sign 1, Sign 2, Sign 3 and Sign 4) as soon
as possible. Members discussed the new supermarket and signage relating to the new
supermarket, however Members were informed that the Supermarket will put their own
sign up. Future proof signs can be implemented, leaving room on the sign to add text.
Members agreed that parking signage should just be ‘P’ for parking.
Members agreed that new signage would certainly benefit the town also that new signage
needs to be approved by BCBC.
Resolved to recommend:

To accept the recommendations from MWT for
Sign 1, Sign 2, Sign 3 and Sign 4.

The meeting concluded at 9.10pm

